
    Criteria for filling in inland water 
 
Clicking on the “Edit Region” button in the main PRECIS interface shows the 
generated land-sea mask for the region with a high resolution map overlaid.  
A second "Point Details" window showing information on coordinates, 
orography and vegetation is also displayed.  Land points are shown in green, 
and sea points in blue. The rim is shown in darker blue and green. The height 
of the point is indicated by its colour: the darker the box, the higher the grid 
point.  
 
For more information on configuring a region see chapter 5.2.2 of the PRECIS 
Technical Manual. 
 
Lakes that do not need filling in are: 
 
The Great Lakes in North America 
Lake Victoria in Africa  
Caspian Sea in Asia  
Aral Sea in Asia (for ECHAM5, ERA40, ERA Interim and NCEP R2)  
 
All lakes that have a high altitude (height 500m or greater), high latitude 
(latitudes greater than 55°N/S) or are a significan t distance from the sea (200 
km or greater) should be converted to land points by clicking on the grid box 
with the left hand mouse button.  This can be done in the rim of your region 
too. 
 
For all other lakes (for which the inland water area has surface data provided), 
click on the grid box using the left mouse button while holding the control 
button on the keyboard.  The points will turn cyan blue. Only inland water 
points can be altered this way.  This can’t be done in the rim of your region. 
 
For those that have not done this with their model runs the lakes might give 
unusual results when analysing the data.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Flow Chart for filling in inland water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples  
 

 
Lake Titicaca 

 

 
Lake Ladago 

 

 
Lake Mar Chiquita 

 

 
Lake Okeechobee 

Is the altitude 
greater than 

500m? 

Is the latitude 
greater than 

55N/S? 

Is it more than 
200km from 

the sea? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

This inland water area will be treated 
by the model as open water with its 
(sea) surface temperature (SST) 
being derived from the source SST 
ancillary file by interpolation from the 
nearest sea points. In order to set its 
height correctly click on its data 
points using the left mouse button 
while holding the control button on 
the keyboard. This will set the height 
and the points will turn cyan. Only 
“sea” points can be altered this way 

Fill in the tile as a land 
point by clicking on the 
grid box with the left 
hand mouse button. 
 

Choose an 
inland water tile 


